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Bank of the Ozarks Announces Investment in Employees

December 28, 2017

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- Bank of the Ozarks (NASDAQ: OZRK) (the “Company”) announced today that the Personnel and
Compensation Committee of its Board of Directors has approved the creation of an annual cash-based incentive bonus plan for hourly employees and
certain other employees not currently covered by existing bonus plans. Executive officers and other members of senior management are excluded
from this new bonus plan.

Under the terms of the plan, employees will be eligible to receive a cash award of up to $1,200 annually based on Company and individual employee

performance. Approximately 2,300 of the Company’s current employees will be eligible to receive awards under the plan. The first payments under the
plan will be made in early 2019 based on 2018 Company and individual employee performance. Current estimates indicate the annual pre-tax cost of
the plan for 2018, including payroll taxes and other benefits, will be between $2.4 and $2.7 million. Going forward, annual bonus payments under this

plan will be determined and paid in the first quarter of each year.

“Our people are our Company,” stated Chairman and CEO George Gleason, “and we are pleased to recognize our employees who perform with
excellence every day making Bank of the Ozarks an industry leader.”

Gleason said, “Recently signed U.S. corporate tax legislation has given us the opportunity to enhance current compensation programs for our
employees. This bonus plan rewards hard work and performance while promoting our longstanding commitment to excellence which has driven our
Company'’s success for decades.”

GENERAL INFORMATION

Bank of the Ozarks (NASDAQ: OZRK) is a regional bank providing innovative financial solutions delivered by expert bankers with a relentless pursuit
of excellence. Bank of the Ozarks has been recognized as the #1 bank in the nation in its asset size for seven consecutive years. Headquartered in
Little Rock, Arkansas, Bank of the Ozarks conducts banking operations through 253 offices in Arkansas, Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, Texas,
Alabama, South Carolina, New York, California and Mississippi and had $20.77 billion in total assets as of September 30, 2017. Bank of the Ozarks
can be found at www.bankozarks.com and on Eacebook, Twitter and LinkedIn or contacted at (501) 978-2265 or P.O. Box 8811, Little Rock, Arkansas
72231-8811.

The Bank files annual, quarterly and current reports, proxy materials, and other information required by the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 with the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (“FDIC"), copies of which are available electronically at the FDIC's website at https://efr fdic.gov/fcxweb
lefr/index html| and are also available on the Bank’s investor relations website at http://ir bankozarks com. To receive automated email alerts for these
materials please visit hitp://ic.bankozarks . com/EmailNotification to sign up.
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